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A eDINED-MAMNI

AMAZING ¥ \

A true hero at heart, Spidef-Man has dedicated his
life to preventing injustices against the innocent.

MARY JANE WATSON-PARKER

[ ‘ S
The wife of Peter Parker/Spider-Man, and his “
closest confidant. She has currently returned to NN

Empire State University as a student majoring in
psychology.

THE ROSE

A criminal mastermind whose face is hidden
behind a mask, thus, his identity is a secret from
all. The Rose's chief goal is the consolidation

of New York’s underworld behind him and the
elimination of Spider-Man as a threat to his power.

DELILAH

The Rose’s primary enforcer, she is a super-
powered woman who has been set on the trail of

Spider-Man several times, though she has failed
eet Peter Parker, once to destroy him,

a brilliant, though
meek high school student,

orphaned as a child and D0 FOIRIEK R AN DI

: i A therapist on the Empire State University
reared. by his doting Uncle campus who currently is treating Peter Parker
Ben and Aunt May. At a and wife Mary Jane.
science fair, Peter was
bitten by an irradiated
spider and gained the ALISON MONGRAIN
proportionate strength, A woman in the employ of Norman Osborn, the
speed, agility and early Green Goblin, who recently aided him in his long-

warning “spider sense” of planned revenge on Peter Parker.

that arachnid. He used
these powers for personal
fame and fortune as a
masked Spider-Man. But

DOCTOR OCTOPUS

Otto Octavius was a researcher in atomic physics
who had designed and built a chest harness with

when Peter failed to stop a four artificial arms attached that allowed him to
eriminal who later killed manipulate radioactive substances from a

: distance. A freak accident bonded the harness to
his beloved Uncle Ben, the his skin and affected his mind which then turned

youth’s costumed identity toward criminal enterprise. Doctor Octopus is one of the
web-spinner's earliest enemies who has been thwarted
took on a far deeper time and again by Spider-Man.

s1gmf1f:ance. He realized DoOCTOR 6cToPpUsS i
that with great power there : _— -
Carolyn Trainer was a protégé of Otto Octavius

must also come great who assumed his name and modus operandi fol-
responsibility. So Peter lowing Octavius’ demise.

Parker became the wall-

crawling nemesis of the

criminal element, a young STUNNER

man determined to atone A virtual reality construct possessing super-human
i i strength and endurance. She was the lover of Otto

for the tragic deat_h of his Octavius just before his death. Stunner has taken

uncle — The Amazing in the hatred of Spider-Man felt by Octavius.

Spider-Man!
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PREVIOUSLY IN
]
;
s
i
[ he criminal mastermind called the Rose had the body of Otto Octavius stolen from its grave in

Gypress Hills Cemetery by members of a group of Asian assassins called the Hand, and taken to
== a Manhattan meat packing plant.

T
| UNWORTHY WANDERER
FROM THE GREAT VOID.

pider-Man criss-crossed
the city seeking information on
his old enemy's whereabous...

" rd o
...eventually tracking it to the plant where he was overwhelmed
by henchmen of the Rose and agents of the Hand.

‘ ow Spidey
[ 4 is strapped
* to a table next
BORUCHE]
Doctor Octopus
where his very
life-force is to
be used to
reanimate the
body through a
Hand ritual.

COMICRAFT's John Marasigan
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sl K |
KNOW

BUT SHE KNOWS THE TRUTH
ABOUT HER

BEAUTY AN

STAGGERIH'G STRENGTH.

DEEP IN' HER HEART, ! | ...SHE sTILL
SHE IS STILL . | HEARS THE

HER ENT IRE L!FE
IN OBSCURITY.

A FACELESS NOBODY
DESTINED TO a.'EALONE

HE cavE
HER HOPE!

. Bur
| HER LIFE AND
CHANGED
EVERYTHING...
\ = 1

SHE'D HAVE DONE
ANYTHING TO SAVE
HER OTTO —-

-- AND SHi
WILLING TO DO
EVEN MORE —-

milarity Dew een any of |1c 1ames cha

vl
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S C\BRV o, N
} -- 70 BRING |} U
HIM BACK! 7o y/

== -}gi

ENOUGH WITH THE SARCASM/
THIS OPERATION IS COSTING
ME A SMALL FORTUNE.

IFIT
WORKS:; I'LL HAVE
THE WEB-SWINGER

HE GUY REALLY J
UTS ON A 600D J]
SHOW.

WONDER

IF HE EVER
WORKED THE
CARNYP _,

T THIS
]_T‘Bou e A MONEY-BACH
OCHS IOCus, GUARANTEE... [F NOT
FULLY SATISFIED.
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W SHALL WE, WHO ARE THE

O

4§

== INTO THE AWAITING
RUE BELIEVERS OF THE GREAT SHELL OF THE ONE CALLED Ji} )
BEAST, IMPLORE OUR DARK MASTER
TRANSFER THE LIFE ESSENCE

FROM OUR UNWORTHY
SACRIFICE ==

OTTQ OCTAVIUS!

IDON'T TRUST
THE ROSE OR DELILAH,

W DO MANAGE TO
RESUSC\TAT'E
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DRUGGED, BATTERED AND BEWITCHED,
THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN STRUGGLES
TO REGAIN CONSCIOUSNESS...

R-ROOM'S
SPINNING.

F-FEELS LIKE I'M BEING
DRAGGED BENEATH
CEAN

AN
QUICKSAND.

&
(=)

ENERGY CAN'T BE
DESTROYED.

; soulL. --

AND THE MIND --

ARE MERELY TWO k &
\ UNIQUE FORMS OF /= =
! ENERGY/ _J

CHANCE, ’
YOU'RE A COLD-BLOODED
PSYCHO/ A MONSTER WITH
NO RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE/




8 WHAT wouLp | /

&&© youvo

| You WERE FACING
. ASTAMPEDEOF |-
_ WILD DINOSAURS? .|

4 DINOSAUR SHAPES!
DINO-MITE CHOCOLATEY TASTE!

E FLINTSTONES hiedd'e‘mdmandalemamsammmamzof
~Hanna-Barbera @1 997 POST registered frademark of Kraft Foods, Inc.© ~
= — et e — -~
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NO MATTER WHAT THE
ODDS -~ OR THE COST --
T'LL FIND A WAY TO
STOP YOU/

WHAT /S THIS
PLACE? ‘_T/

I-I'M NOT EXACTLY SURE
WHAT'S GOING ON HERE...
BUT YOU TWO MUSTN'T
WORRY/

SUGNNt THE TENTACLES
ARE... TIGHTENING!

YOU'RE BATTLING FOR
LIFE, PETE -~ AND
THE LIVES OF EVERYONE
ELSE THAT MERCILESS

AS MUCH
AS WE'D LOVE
TO BE REUNITED

BESIDES, MARY JANE |S COUNTING
ON ME TO SURVIVE/

AFTER ALL WE'VE
BEEN THROUGH LATELY: SHE
ME NO MAYBE

B-BUT I CAN'T LET A

LITTLE PAIN STOP ME/

TVE GOT TO FIND A
WAY TO BEAT THIS T EVENON.
N, MADMAN/ DEATH, YOU'RE
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INTRODUCING IMPACT FOOTBALL. NOW WITH AUTOGRAPHICS-ULTRA COLLECTIBLE INSERTS
SIGNED BY THE GAME'S RIGGEST NAMES, INCLUDING KARIM ABDUL-JABBAR. PLUS THE

HARD-HITTING RAVE, A HOBRY ONLY, SEQUENTIALLY NUMBERED PARALLEL SET. AND A
PRIME TIME LINEUP OF OTHER INSERT SETS.IT'S A NO-BRAINER.

Odds of findmyg the fofiowing: Rave cards {Holiby only. sequentially umbered araliel set,
Iess than 160 sets produced); 76 Boss cards, 18 15 Instant Impact cards, 1 24:
20 Super Buss cards (narailn) sot 1 Bass), 1:35, 12 Excelerator cards, 1:48;

12 Rave Review cards, 1:288; 50

graphics cards,1:120 ilﬁﬁl‘

gesrl §
1 1997 Aeer/SkyBox Inernatianal. NOTE: Prodict rontent subject to r_.hfn-al!b “tlif:i‘:yglﬂaﬁ:?te:rIr;;ocdkué:unl
National Foothall League Players Incorporated RIS




AKE
GUESS,
PETE-O/ I'LL EVEN
GIVEHYOU ALIL
I

W-WHY ARE
YOU HELPING
ME?

; N 7 A
‘ MY FATHER --
THE EVER-ILLUSTRIOUS

NORMAN -- WOULD NEVER

FORGIVE ME IF I ALLOWED

YOU TO BE CONSUMED BY ~ THE

THIS MANY-LIMBED  pAN WHO
MONSTROSITY!  KILLsS YOU IS

IN CASE YOU'VE
FORGOTTEN, I'M P
SPIDER-MAN/ k

YOUR HELP/ o s
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SWHEW: WHAT A THESE TRUE BELIEVER
& NIGHTMARE/ NINJAS MUST HAVE DONE
b =7 SOMETHING TO ME TO
\ CAUSE SUCH A WILD

= HALLUCINATION/

[ my PRECIOUS OTTO ||
N\ NEEDS YOUR LIFE- /£

FORCE! £

TM & © 2006 MARVEL

W ATLEASTI
IV HOPE THAT'S THE
" AW EXPLANATION! i
v -
’.

THE OBVICUS,
~ STUNNER -~

Uh-Oh!
HEAD'S STILL




SINCE I CAN'T GIVEV—- AND A SLIGHTLY [
YOU MY LIFE-FORCE, USED SCARLET SPIDER
HOW'S ABOUT YOU COSTUMES
SETTLE FOR SOME
EMPTY WEB
CARTRIPGES -~

L/
=
B

I NEED
TO TAKE THIS
FIGHT OUTDOORS --

ED—
/\. LADY — 8

RE
\"'- -

A
FROM ANY FIGHT,
{ BUT I'VE GOT TO

T Zi HARA I
WOULD STATION A 1§
COUPLE OF HIS N
TRUE BELIEVER
ON THE ROOF/

- Te
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SAY HELLO TO HILARIOUS HANNA BANANA.
HANNA’'S HERE TO HOKIE POKIE
WITH YOUR CHEEKS.

TM & © 2006 MARVEL |



NOT TO WORRY,
BUDDY BOY/
ESCAPE ISN' T

"SPEAKING
OF GAMES, T

ONE I'D LIKE TO
SHARE WITH
you/

_ YOu! _ e
my 3

ONLY TROUBLE
IS I DON'T KNOW IF

4 1 SHOULD caLL IT -- [

ONE MAKES DO
WITH WMTEVER’S
AT HAND/

TM & © 2006 MARVEL



gpf""‘ TAKE
PLACE.

HOO-BOY! MY NERVES
LD ARE FINALLY s-rpﬁ:ms
-

OCTOPUS-
CREATURE KNEW MY
ECRET IDENTITY.

WE HAVE REACHED A CRITICAL THIS CEREMONY MUST
JUNCTURE! THE NECESSARY ,BE COMPLETED NOW.
FORCES ARE ALREADY 48 OR NEVER!
ALIGNED! =

WAS THAT A
SUBTLE REMINDER

FROM M’
SUBCONSCIOUS

MY
SPIDER-SENSE IS
SUDDENLY WARNING
ME OF DANGER/

£ 7 PROBABLY
: Cotwering
IN SOME CORNER/
HE TENDS TO GET
RATHER

Llnsettled
WHEN THINGS

gressive

0%
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IF ALL IS GOING
ACCORDING TO *__ -
SCHEDULE =~ pooTHER
SHOULD BE
ATTENDING TO

I TRUST ZEI
WILL NOT FAIL
ME: MADAM

S

EXCELLENT! I WANT ZEI TO ¥ IF I AM TO EXTEND
B Ty i o T et ¥ eor it reBORN
-= SO THAT MY El 7
T DOCTOR OCTO

HAS A BRIEF AND TANTALIZING , EXAMPLES MUS PUS, T
GLIMPSE OF SUCCESS — BE MADE. MAY ALLOW HIM THE
BEFORE HE FALLS PREY TO PRIVILEGE OF SERVING
MY LOYAL TRUE THE BLACK
BELIEVERS! TARANTULA. _~BouNpLESS
iS YOUR
GENEROSITY/

I HAVE
COMPLETED MY
DAILY TASKS:

MASTER...

R DO A LITTLE
SIGHTSEEIQS.

WILL TAKE MY
LEAVE.

TM & © 2006 MARVEL



“evt qurt HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO...

{ b \ r
{Fm‘ﬁ;"’ 3 B E AN
C 5 sHows oFF s

1 CAN GIVE YOU
A HE-MAN BODY!

LISTEN HER SHRIMP. YOU'RE A Are you fed up of the BIG GUYS
{You au i reaesance our race | walking off with the best of
everything? Sick and tired of being
soft, frail, skinny or fat - only
HALF ALIVE? I know just how
you feel. I was once a "97-pound
weakling." I was so ashamed of my
scrawny frame that I dreaded being
! seen in a swim suit or going to the
gym.

The Secret of How

I Got My Build

Then I discovered a wonderful
 way to develop my body fast. It
il changed me into "The World's

I~ 527 Most Perfectly Developed Man." I

DARN ITI I'VE BEEN PUSHED AS - can build up YOUR body the very

ATLAS, FoLLOW WIS PLAN Awp ——| SaMe way - without weights,

HERE WAKE N expensive equipment or gadgets. 3

Only 15 minutes a day of pleasant

4 practice - in the privacy of your
§ Toom.

My "Dynamic-Tension*" method
has already helped millions of
others like yourself become real he-
i:g&"m‘}"}‘;,:,"‘,[.‘"';ﬂ : men in double-quick time. Let it
EESE: - OHA NN BT Y shexi help YOU. Not next month or next

m year - but Right NOW!
Dynamic-Tension®
Builds Muscles FAST!

If you're like I was, you want a
muscular, well-proportioned build
you can be proud of any time,
anywhere. You want power and
confidence and a physique that
women rave about - I can give you
| that without a doubt. Start seeing
results in 7 days!

BE AN "ATLAS MAN' and have ...

"The World's

5:':1'; OF FRIENDS Most Perfectly
v CONFIDENCE AND CHARISMA Developed Man"
v STRENGTH AND SUCCESS

THE ATLAS' PACKAGE INCLUDES:

1 * MY COMPLETE ATLAS' BODYBUILDING OOURSE
1 ® OFFICIAL ATLAS' MEMBERSHIP CARD
1 ® FIVE FREE OUTLINE COURSES

* AUTHENTIC ATLAS' DIPLOMA

@ 0nly$4 w0 e

=

plus $5 shipping

5 FREE GIFTSI {"(3g: ARG,

]

If you act now, in addition to (888) M R'ATLAS'
my

complete course, you will also get 5 WRBSI'UNG (1-888- 672-’8527} y

these five valuable outline courses. :%ﬂ%%}m o ,ggmqgwmm %‘I’g&nﬁv“ml

2 adison L]

gé':n}iﬁu"%fﬁ staton visit the Charles Atlas® web site @ ) T Sigeon Gonart

© 1957 Chales Atas, L, www.charlesatlas.com el

MWLOTITC
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o, GO [ =
é HE WAS THE FIRST MAN TO EVER LOOK | {47 == SPECIAL "GIFT"... THE
| AT HER WITHOUT DISDAIN OR DISGUST! |#f¥] " ¢ VIRTUAL REALITY MATRIX!

77 =

(ANGELINA LATER LEARNED =
THAT CAROLYN TRAIN
ACTUA

L
HNOLOGY, BUT THAT'S

3 BESIDE THE POINT.)
THE DAY HE PRESENTED | Y
HER WITH HIS -- ‘ el 2

[ i T

P
\

'1/4}"1_4_,
gz

AND, DEEP WITHIN THE HIDDEN RECESSES
OF HER SECRET SELF, ANGELINA B
HAD ALWAYS BEEN A STUNNER.

O7T70 HAD GIVEN HER
‘A WHOLE NEW LIFE.

, SINCE SHE
STILL LOVES HIM,
SHE'S WILLING TO
DO EVEN MORE --)

Dd(ONWN=

TM & © 2006 MARVEL



)

2%
&

‘A

S T 7 =

) -- TO BRING |. : THE

i HiM BACK! ) ~ — SACRIFICE
~ = : \ e - ) |

¥YOU LISTEN TO ME, ANGELINA.
THERE'S NO REASON FOR
YOU TO DIE.

THIS LITTLE
CHARLATAN DOESN'T
KNOW YOU'RE ONLY A

\ \ b S-SHOULD
VIRTUAL REALITY 5 WE TELL HIMP
' SIMULACRUM --

! g/ ( MY LIFE ISN'T
~= AND THAT P o i IMPORTANT.
YOUR REAL BopY 1\ Y1 i
Al : \
THE VR MATRIX! - . = X ?
. ' - 2 A SHARP GLANCE
A - S - Z 3

= = ¥ - 1} 4 c
CAROLYN TRAINER DOESN'T GOAL
BELIEVE ZEl CAN REVIVE THE

DEAD --

T, AS A el R
scientist, she's W TS 4w 7o creare A 7ask
A WIZARD -- A MASTER
EXPECIHMENTATION. PROGRAMMER, IF YOU
WILL - MODELED AFTER
DOCTOR OCTOPUS!

E

AND NOW, IN TH| Z
UNLIKELY EVENT

HE DOES REGAIN \
CONSCIOUSNESS — \ "

/ == SHE STANDS
«C READY TO REMIND
s THE GOOD DOCTOR
ﬁs OF HIS TURBULENT

PAST -

MONTHS BEFORE HE DIED,
OTTO OCTAVIUS CONVINCED |&
CAROLYN TO DOWNLOAD :
ALL HIS MEMORIES INTO A
HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED
INTERACTIVE COM

Vs f:-’p
/5

/ TM & © 2006 MARVEL
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A
CERTAIN WALL-
CRAWLER'S
FAVORITE
NECK!

OO Na Mes 2

b : ... WOULDN'T

e Real Man..., s\ BIMSELr To ¥
8, BE INTIMIDATED BY J°

S ANY WOMAN/ o

TAKE IT
AS A SIGN OF
MY RESPECT
FOR YOU AS A
PERSOI

W --

DON'T

You §
DANCE WITH
THIS PARTY

Uh-Oh! T'M
AFRAID T'VE BEEN
MONOPOLIZING

You - __d




I ALITTLE MINJA BALL ALWAYS
LN ADDS TO THE FESTIVITIES/
B e e WHAT WAS T
s A \ THINKING?/
NGt %7 =
: / .
o o
i -
—= =

IDIDN'T SORT
MY GARBAGE BEFORE
TOSSING IT AWAY --

== BUT I'M REAL ANXIOUS TO YOU DON'T
PREVENT THE RESURRECTION REALLY BELIEVE

OF A CERTAIN MULTIPLE- ~7 53 CAN PULL
ARMED MANIAC/ Lkl T OFF --
St T \ Do You?!

TRUST ME; - ZEl WILLY —- AND T WILL ELIMINATE )|

SPIDER-MAN...

TM & © 2006 MARVEL
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1 ITLE FOR SALLST/YR. FEFEFE

DAt PN LS Call on the Hire Power! .
2 - » _ ‘7 - ‘ éig L

HERGES (REM IIEE el G s
$SUBSCRIBE 70 & TITLES AND
GEF 1550¢ #1#8 HEROES FOR HIRE g

g

2\,

s
| | § s~ < 5
i oluslve S"Wlndsamm

| j - Save money on your favorite comics!
4 = Free, convenient home delivery. You won't miss an issuel W

HRERYEEE
0oooooo

¥
E
;
g

5
=
=

O
0
0
a
a
0
0
L]
0
0
|

2893
i
&

=

sBRYES

§) = Satisfaction guaranteed or money back on all
remoiningisg:esl T
= Special offers on Mighty Marvel Merchandise!

ooooo
211
FETEE

£

g 5

Marvel's New Fan Magazine!
1 MVS Marvel Vision

0000
223
4
z
§

Ordering is fast and easy! "eeeri
0 Yes! Sign me up for home delivery of DATEOF BIRTH (/D)
the comics ['ve checked. | deserve the most N o
savings, convenience, service, and selection!

- . a
et o o | bt ks
o your home I [ ~
(12 issues each) and return this page or o copy fo: MARVEL Gy GVEA  Gilsated, e o
DIRECT MARKETING, PO. BOX 1979, DANBURY, (T06813.  Gamomn#
Please provide credit cord information or make your check or
money order payable fo “Marvel Direct Marketing Inc.” For even  NAME OF CREDIT CARD HOLDER (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)
faster service call: (203) 743-5331 and have your credit card
handy! OFFER GOOD UNTIL 1/31/98.  SIGNATURE FOR CREDIT (ARD ORDERS

5 Conale o 510,00 per e (n . frds oy incodes G5TARIZT037852), Fsign, o $12 e ke i S unds by, Alow 1010
YES, YOU CAN PHOTOCOPY THES ADE 0 icer ot bt cm T8 1957 Morvel EnetiomentGrop e Al rights s, H78MD7
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Having trouble finding new comics?

MILE HIGH COMICS CAN HELP YOU!

For the past 27 years Mile High Comics has been the #1 source for new comics for collectors all over America and
around the world. If new comics have suddenly become more difficult to obtain in your area, you should send for a copy
of our monthly newsletter. For only $1 you receive information about our new comics service, news about upcoming
titles and editorials about the world of comics. Write to us today!

Here are just a few of our benefits:

@ * New Comics from all the publishers
7 * Trade Paperbacks, Posters, Cards & more
¥ * All comics shipped in sturdy boxes
* 5,000,000 discount back issues
* Special sales for members only
* Shipping options for International collectors
* Discounts available on all major publishers
* Exclusive monthlly newsletter '
\ * Monthly solicitations listed on our web site
* NO MEMBERSHIP FEES

Our new comics service is great for just about everyone! The only limitation we have is that new members must sign
up for at least five monthly titles. If you meet our minimum and are interested, please send $1 for our next newsletter to
the address listed below. We'll rush a copy to you right away. Or, if you have a Visa or MasterCard and would like to
order some titles over the phone, call 1-800-676-6423. Our operators are standing by Monday through Friday, 8 AM - 5
PM Mountain Time. We're here to help you, and we'd love to be of service.

_VISIT (_)UR WEB SITE_
www.milehighcomics.com

MILE HIGH COMICS phone: 1-800-676-6423
2151 W. 56th Ave. » Box MC61 fax: (303) 477-5315
Denver, CO 80221 e-mail: nice@milehighcomics.com

L

[ Comics Fans Helping Comics Fans, That s What Mile High Comics Is All About!
TM & © 2006 MARVEL



IAM
PLEASEL

LECTURES

R
an 2
s P
Ao A Howso, Y ¢
i . Ms. WILSK?

& % e

NEVER THOUUGGHT\:V 4
=/ I'D EVER GET DOWN WITi

YOU ENJOY MY CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY,
PROFESSH

OR
CACHES --
-- BUT T'M

HELPS ME WEED OUT THE MEGA-CREEPS WHEN
I'M TROLLING THE CLUBS/

L2
HER FATHER'S A
FAMCUS CRIMINAL ATTORNE
BUT SHE TRIES TO TALK LIKE
SHE'S FROM THE 'HOOD.

MARY

TO MY CLASS?

YOUNG WOMEN -- AND YET --
YOUR ACADEMIC DECISIONS
HAVE BEEN HEAVILY INFLUENCED
BY THE MEN IN YOUR
LIVES.

RELAX; SHANTAL -- AND PLEASE
CALL ME MARINA -- IT WAS AN
OBSERVATION; NOT A
CRITICISM.
TO TELL YOU THE
TRUTH; I LEFT THE COUNTRY
OF MY BIRTH BECAUSE OF
A MAN.

CURRENT
BOYFRIEND?

FORMER
HUSBAND.

TM & © 2006 MARVEL

LANCE PHOTOGRAPHER FOR

MY HUSBAND'S A FREE-

THE DAILY BUGLE --
-- AND HIS WORK OFTEN
EXPOSES HIM TO A LESS-
THAN-SAVORY ELEMENT.

Y THE BIGGEST

PROBLEM WITH
LOVE IS THAT IT
OFTEN LEADS TO
MISERY...




R YOUR SPEED
AND REFLEXES CAN'T
HELP YOU WHEN YOU
=/ DON'T HAVE ROOM
TO OPERATE/
. v
el £ \
)

STONE-LIKE
\ HEAD/

)
7
) (F
,]_
T
7 A

S-SOMETHING
G/

YOU MADE THE BIGGEST
Stake
OF YOUR LIFE WHEN
. YOU CHALLENGED

SINCE YOU'RE AT \ =
A DISTINCT
Disadvantage
IN A CONFINED
SPACE

TM & © 2006 MARVEL




SN -mAYBE WE SHOULD
DISCUSS THAT
REFUND ——/

BRO-THERR’/ I OUGHTTA HAVE N -~ WHEN I SHOULD
MY HEAD EXAMINED FOR ALLOWING BE CONCENTRATING
MYSELF TO GET CONNED INTO A ON DOC OCKk/ ALTHOUGH
PROLONGED BATTLE WITH A I DO APPRECIATE
PETTY MERC LIKE THIS MOMENTARY
BREATHER.

EVEN THOUGH I KNOW
IT'S NOT GOING TO
SUNGNN¢

DID YOU
Miss
ME, SPIDER?

FOR THE
DELAY: BUT A

... 2ARKKE MY
SPIDER-SENSE
KEEPS WARNING
ME SHE'S ABOUT
TO STRIKE -~
== BUT I
HAVE NO SPACE
TO AVOID HER/

TM & © 2006 MARVEL



GUILTY..-

Signed by 1
CREATOR
DAVID MACK

]
:
._
2
i
§
b
:

BY: TiH =2 # L ‘
KABUKI #1 \More Than Mortal #:I. V\SHI #1

UP TO 15 CREATOR SIGNED COMICS

ABSOLUTELY FREE WHEN U JOIN U.C.I1.
UCI IS THE LARGEST CLUB IN THE WORLD
FOR SERIOUS COLLECTORS!

LIFETIME WORTH ONE F-R-E-E CALL?

OVER 3000 SERIOUS COLLECTORS
SERVED WORLDWIDE SINCE 1992!
INFO HOTLINE: TOLL FREE

1-888-2-COMICS 24HR/7 DAY
p'//www.goeomlcs.eom

EMAIL: moreinfo@gocomlics.com 6", o5 Vo Ve Eml\!:‘i\'esigne;i
Outside 48 states? outslde48@gocomics.com ? S RE

or For a FIREE BROCHUR

send a
self-addressed stamped

envelope to: Eo

\ ‘5‘«'&%’“‘“ PR
Universal Collectibles Inc. (U.C.I) &= AN
S3A Otis Street, W. BIIII'OII, NY 11704

e TM & © 2006 MARVEL



&~ =
B NOW, oo
ANGELINA/ &

v
-- BUT THIS IS ESPECIALLY SINCE
NO TIME TO YOURS NEARS ITS
SWAP LIFE Conclusion/

N STORIES/

‘ ¥’ WHILE I'M THE
FIRST TO ADMIT
") THAT I'M NOT
AT MY BEST IN

A CLOSED

L WHILE YOU SWING WILD,
I'VE BEEN PLAYING
POSSUM --

SECRETLY
GATHERING MY
STRENGTH/_ gl

I

TM & © 2006 MARVEL
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PAY ATTENTION, DELILAH/ &
I'D HATE FOR YOU TO MISS \
ANY OF THE GRACEFUL ~
NUANCES OF THIS NEXT
MANEU'

CLAUSTROPHOBIC,

NOTICE HOW
*/” EFFORTLESSLY I
s SWING YOU OUT OF THAT

AND
INTO A NICE; BIG

YOU MIGHT EVEN
FIND A WAY TO
ESCAPE!

OPEN AREA WHERE i
A SMART GIRL LIKE |

IS THE LOCAL
LOCK-UP. _
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I JUST
HOPE SHE'S
OUT FOR
THE -~

AW,
NO/

T-THIS CAN'T BE
HAPPENING--/
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Haope you ail enjoyed

our spiffy double gate-

fold cover this month,

commemorating the return of

the one and only Doctor Octopus! In
case you couldn’t make ouf the
teeny little signatures on the cover,
they break down like this:

The main cover was master-
fully produced by our regular art
team of Steve Skroce and Bud
LaRosa; the inside gatefold of
Doc’s “evil eye” was rendered by
none other than the living legend
himself, John Romita St.; and the
double spread that graces the
rear of this masterpiece was
drawn up from the muck by John
Romita, Jr. and Klaus Janson!

So there you have it: three-
and-one half covers for only a bit
of extra change!

Dear Web-weavers,

Lately there have been an awful
lot of revamps going on, some good
(Carrion, Ghost Rider, Hobgoblin,
Kingpin, the Fantastic Four), some
okay (the Avengers, Wolverine), and
some downright awful (the character
formerly known as Superman).
Aside from the Hobgoblin, though,
none of these was more necessary
than Electro’s. Max has always been
an outstanding character, but | never
felt his full potential was reached.

Speaking of shocking transfor-
mations, is Spidey in the midst of a
six-arm relapse? If memory serves,
migraine head-aches and Michael
Morbius were involved the last time
Peter had the exira appendages. |
hope this is the case... the Six-Arm
Saga s one of my all-time favorite
stories, and I'd love to see a sequel.

On a more tragic note, | must
admit that my health is being seri-
ously impacted by Steve Skroce's
sabbatical. | don't know how much
longer | can live without my monthly
fix of his artwork. Although Joe
Bennett's art is excellent, nobody
does it like Steve. |.... oh, no... vision
blurring... Steve... hurry....

James Dysart
207 North 800 East
Provo, UT 84606

James...James...are you still
there? Oh, no! We've lost him! Oh,
wait, there he is! Phew! Looks like
issue #425 must have made it to
you just in the nick of time. One
more Steve-less issue and we
| might have had a wrongful death

lawsuit on our hands!

Dear Web-heads,
Thank you, thank you, thank you,
thank you for bringing back Electro!!!
Max Dillon has to be the greatest
of the classic Lee/Ditko villains. I'd
suppose all other “energy” villains
have been modeled after him. It was
good to see his complete origin and
his return to the criminal circuit.
Good job! | thought we'd seen the

last of him in “Light the Night!”

| am also glad to see that the baby
is all right. Obviously, this is coming
toward a big storyline (I know the
baby will be fine...killing children
violates the Comics Codg).

Does the return of Phil Urich mean
that we'll hear from his
giggling alter-ego? What I'd like to see
is the “good" Goblin take on the evil
Goblin one-on-one! Osborn versus
Urich...that would be something!

The only part | didn't like about
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #422 is the
possibility that you're going to Kill
Robbie. Please don't. I'm sure every-
body has a thing for Joe ever since
the Tombstone storyline some years
ago. And don't kill any of the Stacy
family, either—| have a feeling you
might.

A few requests:

1. | agree with Travis and
Anton...bring back Stunner!

2. I'd also like to see the return of
some of Spidey’s lesser-known foes,
like Skinhead, Knight and Fogg,
Carlos Lobo, Slyde, Styx and Stone,
and Facade.

3. Guest heroes I'd like to see
include Wolverine, Storm, Rocket
Racer, and Nightwatch (I refuse to
believe he's dead!).

4. Finally, team Spidey with
Marvel's newest super-team, the
Thunderbolts!

Until Marvel stops marveling
with marvelous Marvel mags, Make
Mine Marvel!

Brian Corvello
1720 East Monte Vista
Phoenix, AZ 85006

Thanks for the kind words,
there, Brian! However, we feel
compelled to point one thing out:
we never confirmed that it was a
baby you saw in ish #422 (that
ought to keep 'em guessing!). As
for your humble requests:

1. Okay, that makes three. Oh,
what the heck! Let's just bring her
back already! How does this very
issue sound?

2. Well, you certainly have
eclectic tastes in villains! Can't
speak for the rest, but you did catch
Carlos Lobo in SPECTACULAR SPI-
DER-MAN '97, didn’t you?

3. Believe it.

4. We did—in SPIDER-MAN
TEAM-UP #7. Off to the back issue
hins with ye!

Dear Spider’s Web,

I've always hated Electro. He's
always been one of Spidey’s more
two-dimensional villains, with no real
motivation behind him. Electro
would commit a crime. Spidey would
swing in, kick him around a little, all
pretty cut and dried. But you guys
have done what | thought to be
impossible: you made him human.
You've taken someone who could be
Spidey's most half-baked villain
(except for the Kangaroo, of course)
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and given him depth. It's kind of iron-
ic that even though Max Dillon’s dad
beat his mather and him, in the end
it was Max's mom who did the most
damage to him by being over-
protective and planting the seed
of doubt in him. Otherwise, Max
could have grown up to be
successful in his life and career.
Hmm. | suppose this is a perfect
example of how “you always hurt the
ones you love.”

I'm glad to see you guys haven't
forgotten about Phil Urich. He's a
good character and would make an
excellent friend for Peter. Please keep
him around.

Little May is alive! Hallelujah!
Give her back to Pete and MJ real
soon. After all they've gone through,
they at least deserve their daughter.

This was the best Spidey story
I've read in quite a while, and | hope
you'll keep future issues up to this
kind of quality. My only qualm is that
you guys passed on a perfect oppor-
tunity to update Electro’s costume
(another aspect of him that | never
really liked). People do the strangest
things....

Michael Ferraro
(Address withheld by request)
PS. Bring Back Stunner!

Yes, indeed, it looks like Phil
Urich will be sticking his slacker
head into this mag from time to
time. And can you blame Two-fisted
Tom DeFalco? He created him,
after alll We wouldn’t recommend
any breath-helding for young Phil to
jump back into the Goblin threads,
though (as Brian suggested above).
Norman would probably clean the
city with that particular inexperi-
enced hero!

Hellooooo Spider’s Web,

| would first like to start off by
giving praise to those responsible for
all that is Spider-Man: I'm not worthy
(bow), I'm not worthy (bow), I'm not
worthy (bow). You people at Spider-
Central have filled my life with great
joy over the past seven vears. Thank
you very much!

Now, on to the other reason
| wrote in. It appears that Norman
Osborn is back in Peter's life. It
would also appear that Peter will
soon receive the news that his
daughter did indeed survive! | first
thought of this theory after reading
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #418. Why
would anyone bother taking the
corpse of Peter and Mary Jane's
baby? It does not make sense on
its own unless it serves a greater
purpose. The same woman appears
in AMAZING #422 on a boat with a
mystery child in a crib. | don’t know,
is this possible or am | just reaching
for thin air? Well, as you know, this
letter cannot end without the tradi-
tional questions. So, on my
mark...get set...here they come:

1. If the baby did survive, then




does Norman know about this? If not, does
Alison Mongrain intend to use this as leverage
against Norman?

2. The Kingpin has recently appeared in X-
MEN #63. Could this mean a possible X-
Men/Spider-Man encounter in the near
future?

3. Could Vulture, Mysterio, and Sandman
be making comebacks soon since the other
three members of the Sinister Six have reap-
peared (Dr. Octopus doesn't count)?

4. Could you please give me a brief expla-
nation as to when and how Spidey's powers
became so unreliable?

5. Last, but not least, could you tell me
where Spider-Man ranks in the Marvel
Universe?

| hope | didn’t take up too much of ‘your
fime writing so much, but | couldn't help
myself. Thanks again for the excellent work.

Jose G. Ramirez
1222 Elm Avenue #306
Grand Junction, CO 81501

0Oh, yes, it certainly is more than fair to
say that Norman is “back in Peter’s life.” If
you want to see just how much, then you
have absolutely no excuse for not picking up
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #250, just a
mere two weeks from now!

Now, you said something about

questions...

1. Nottellingnottellingnottelling.

2. Well, Spidey did just pop up in
UNCANNY X-MEN #346, but Wilson Fisk was
nowhere to be found. Hey, what gives?
Never fear, though, you'll get you fill of Mr.
Fisk in a special: KINGPIN one-shot book-
shelf edition we’re cooking up for the fall. It
will be written by none other than Stan “The
Man” Lee, and drawn by the incomparable
John Romita, Sr.!

3. Dkay, real quickly now: Vulture was
recently re-aged in SENSATIONAL #18, and
the Sandman teams with Spidey in MARVEL
TEAM-UP #3 in September. Doc Ock doesn’t
count, you say? Too bad, because, as we
announce here for the very first time, he
also will be making a return in the epic
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #427! Look for it on
the stands in...oh, wait a minute...

4. Sure! Morbius bit him in the neck and
now he gets all woogie from time
to time.

5. Number one in our book!

quys,

There are plenty of writers who can write
Spider-Man well. How many of them can go
the extra mile and write the villains well, too?
Tom DeFalco, there’s one. In AMAZING SPI-
DER-MAN #422 Mr. DeFalco adds some
much-needed depth to Electro, making us
humble readers even more
interested in his upcoming confrontation with

dey.

It's hard to believe that classic Spidey vil-
lains like Dr. Octopus, the Chameleon, and
now Electro, have had some of their best sto-
ries told, over 30 years after their
creation, but it's happening. (And check out
UNTOLD TALES OF SPIDER-MAN #20 for
similar treatment of the Vulture.) Who's next?

srers @ MarveL Comics

PARK AVENUE SOUTH + NEW YORK, NY 10016
JF YOU DON'T WANT YOUR NAME AND.
ADDRESS PRINTED, PLEASE LET LS KNOW.
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH.
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Shocker? The Scorpion? The Gibbon?
Marcus Hiltz
P.0. Box 39
Keene, NH 03431

Well, we didn't exactly “revamp”
the Gibbon, but he did make some...uh,
memorable appearances in recenl issues of
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN as a member of
the Legion of Losers. Hope you didn’t miss it!

Dear Web-heads,

Spider-Man has the most impressive
rogues’ gallery in the Marvel Universe. Heck,
aside from a certain wealthy Gothamite,
Spider-Man has the most impressive rogues’
gallery in comicdom. That having been said, |
wanted to
compliment you in your effort to re-
establish Electro as a force to be reckoned
with in Spider-Man’s life.

You brought back the original Green
Goblin (quite impressively, by the way) and
you have given Electro a new lease on life.
How about returning some of the original
great villains? Do the names Dr. Octopus and
Kraven ring a bell?

Frank Hinton
P.0. Box 5641
Petaluma, CA 94955

They certainly do, Frank! By now, you
have satisfaction on the Doc Ock issue.
As for that other guy, you'll have to keep
reading SPECTACULAR (you are reading it
each month, aren't you?), where...some-
thing...is going on with Kraven.

Dear Spider-Men,

First off, | would like to congratulate you
guys on a job well done. At first | was a little
upset at the departure of Mark Bagley.
| thought that no one could hold a candle to
his amazing artwork. But I'll be the first to
admit that Steve Skroce has certainly made up
for the loss of Bagley. His art is fresh and
entertaining. Also, Tom DeFalco is doing an
amazing (not to mention sensational and
spectacular) job of writing this book. His sto-
ries are all superb!

Okay, now that I'm through praising the
staff, I'd like to make a few comments.

First, | would like to take a crack at the
identity of the Jack O'Lantern. From the way
he's been stalking Jameson and his son, I'd
have to say that he's none other than...Jacob
Conover!!!

Why, you ask? C'mon, isn't it pretty obvi-
ous? Back in AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #416,
when he was downsized from the Daily Bugle,
he was pretty furious. | seem to recall him
saying that he'd teach Robbie and that penny-
pinching publisher the true meaning of sor-
row. So, pretty fair guess, huh? Am | right?

Also, | have to thank you for bringing back
Electro with #422. That's great!
| haven't been fortunate enough to have many
comics featuring him, but | always thought he
was pretty cool.

Now, for the questions corner of the web:

1, What did Peter tell the guys at the Daily
Grind about Ben's death? On that note, |
would really be interested in keeping up with

E-MAIL:
MARVELMAIL
@AOL.COM

MARK E-MAIL
"OrAY TO PRINT”
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the Grind cast. How about it?

2. Will you bring back Spidercide?
| thought he was really cool. Last | checked, in
MAXIMUM CLONAGE OMEGA, they never
said he was dead. They just had him in a
stasis chamber until they determined whether
or not he was a threat anymore.

3. Will you have Carnage in these pages
soon? | would love to see Skroce’s version of
everybody's favorite maniacal serial killer.

4, Am | the only one who realizes that
Norman Osborn kidnapped the baby and
turned her over to that Alison Mongrain
witch?

5. | would like to see Skroce’s Venom for
that matter, too.

6. Will the Robot Master be back? Did
Osborn kill him?

7. And last but not least...the Green
Goblin’s still alive, right?

Jonathan Bradshaw
2967 Grimsley Farm Road
Bladeboro, NC 28320

Interesting theory about the Jack
O'Lantern, Jonathan. And if everyone
promises not to tell anyone who reads
SPECTACULAR, we can reveal to you
here and now that the Jack O’'Lantern is
really...gotcha! Tee-hee.

Questions, questions, guestions:

1. Peter didn’t tell them anything.
Shirley and Devon Washington had the
unfortunate experience of witnessing Ben's
death in PETER PARKER, SPIDER-MAN #75.

2. Let's put it this way, Jonathan. There
are innumerablg villains in various forms of
containment as we speak. When they
escape and start causing havoc is only a
matter of time.

3. So would we, now that you mention it.

4. We can neither confirm or deny.

5. How about Tom Lyle’s version, in
December’s ultimate showdown special
between Spidey and the big-mouthed one?

6. The Rohot Master's contract allows for
only one storyline every 30 years, so sit tight.
You've got a bit of a wait.

7. Oh, boy, is he ever! As we mentioned
above, hie your way over to SPECTACULAR
#250 to witness this guy's seething malice.
Is he just plain evil, or what?

F _YOU THOUGHT THE

RESLIRRECTION OF EVERY-

ONE'S FAVORITE E/GHT-
ARMED, PORTLY SUFPER-VILLAIN
IN THIS JSSUE WAS SOME-
THING, THEN JUST WAIT UNTIL
YOU SEE NEXT MONTH'S
KENOCK-DOWN, DRAG-OLT! AND
WHILE SPIDEY'S OQCCUPIED
WITH THE HIS OCTOPUSNESS,
THE BLACK TARANTULA ALIGHTS
IN NYE AND THAT CAN'T BE
GOOD NEWS FOR OUR HERO?
JUST WHO'S COOKING UP
ALL THIS TROUBLE FOR
POOR FPETEY, ANYWAY? WHY,
IT'S NONE OTHER THAN
TWO-FISTED TOM PEFALCO,
SIX-SEPTUM-ED STEVE SKROCE,
BILLION-BRAIN-CELLED BUD
LAROSA, AND RALF, WHO
DOESN'T HAVE MORE THAN
ONE OF ANYTHING,
EXCEPTING EXCUSES FOR
BEING LATE FOR WORK ®



WILL THE 13TH ISSUES OF
CAPTAIN AMERICA, AVENGERS, IRON MAN,
D THE FANTASTIC FOUR MARK THE END OF A UNIVERS
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AVAILABLE AUGUST 20

STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE

SISKO and DAX — trapped on an alien space station in fts final moments. But it's
only a Holodeck illusion! They can't possibly be hurt... or can they? By HOWARD
WEINSTEIN and TOM GRINDBERG!

STAR TREK: STARFLEET ACADEMY

The cadets are on trial for breaking Starfleet law! They're gonna need some sur-
prise witnesses, like CHRISTOPHER PIKE, SPOCK and PICARD! By CHRIS
COOPER and JOHN ROYLE!

PSYLOCKE & ARCHANGEL: CRIMSON DAWN

The ULTIMATE UNDERCLOAK is closing in on PSYLOCKE! This is a job for the
mystical mite known as GOMURR! By BEN RAAB and SALVADOR LARROCA!

=

WHAT I1F?1

What if ARCHANGEL had remained a HORSEMAN of APOCALYPSE? Featuring
the original X-FACTOR lineup, including THE BEAST, ICEMAN, CYCLOPS and
MARVEL GIRL! By JOHNNY GREENE, BILL ROSEMANN and FRED HAYNES!

X-MAN

A child's telepathic distress call leads to one of the deadliest mutants of all! Plus:

NATE GREY is having nightmares of the X-MEN! (He must've thrown away his

back issues!) By MARK BERNARDO and RICK LEONARDI!
X-MEN

You'll be chilled to the marrow as ICEMAN and MARROW search for the mystery
woman who could destroy BASTION! By SCOTT LOBDELL and CARLOS
PACHECO!

EXCALIBUR's own COLOSSUS and MEGGAN arrive in Paris, only to become
trapped in MURDERWORLD! Now, Colossus must kill ARCADE or die himself! A
48-page one-shot! By BEN RAAB and BRYAN HITCH!

EXCALIBUR

Read this before the COLOSSUS one-shot! COLOSSUS and MEGGAN head for
WUNDAGORE (aren't they the world-class travelers?)! Plus: a horrendous fate
befalls one of the team! By BEN RAAB and PETE WOODS!

PETER PARKIER, SPIDER-MAN

There's a new player in the gang war — the unstoppable JUGGERNAUT!
We're not sure whose side he's on, but our money's on JUGGIE! By HOWARD
MACKIE and JOHN ROMITA, JR.!

Re-presenting the classic story about the super heroes who took over the world!
With a painted cover by superstar ALEX ROSS! By MARK GRUENWALD, PAUL
RYAN, JOHN BUSCEMA, and BOB HALL!

THUNDERBOLTS

CITIZEN V wants the city of New York to turn over the AVENGERS' files! And he
can be a very bad citizen when he wants to! By KURT BUSIEK and MARK
BAGLEY!

DR. STRANGE: WHAT IS IT THAT DISTURSS YOU,

DOCTOR STRANGE is seduced by a mad sorceress named ELECTRA — no, it's
not who you think! By P. CRAIG RUSSELL and MARK ANDREYKO!

The battle you thought you'd never see: POWER MAN vs. IRON FIST! Could the
CONTROLLER have something to do with this? Well, possibly! By JOHN
OSTRANDER and PASCUAL FERRY!

INCREDIBLE HULK

The battle you just knew you'd see: HULK vs. JUGGERNAUT! But the HULK is
stronger than ever, thanks to his new pal... APOCALYPSE! By PETER DAVID and
DAVID BREWER!

IRON MAN

IRON MAN must team up with DR. DOOM to fight GALACTUS! The story so big,
it takes 48 pulse-pounding pages to tell it! By JIM LEE, JEPH LOEB and RYAN
BENJAMIN!
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ITEM! A few months back, we unveiled our
fabulous new gatefold covers on all our mags
— and they've attracted some major media
attention! USA Today ran an article about our
new cover format when it debuted, and in mid-
June, a crew from the FX television network
came in to ask us all about it! As you undoubt-
edly know by now, our fold-out "Guide To the
Marvel Universe' offers you a who's who of
heroes and villains in each mag, as well as a
peek at what you may have missed in last
month's ish! Everyone seems to appreciate
our helpful and fun way of filling you in on
what has gone before! We always said you'd
need a scorecard to tell the players in our
mags — now you've got one in every issue!

AR\;’E-L ONLINE CHAT SCHEDULE
FOR THIS WEEK:

13/1307-  Writer JOHN DSTRANDER and

Editor MARK BERNARDO
(HEROES FOR HIRE)
8 PM - 9 PM EST

18/14/97- Writer KURT BUSIEK and Editor TOM BREVOORT
(THUNDERBOLTS)

9:30 PM - 10:30 PM EST

U8/15/97-  Assistant Editor JASON WHITE

(X-FACTOR, X-MEN UNLIMITED)
4 PM - 5 PM EST

18/97- Legendary Artist JOHN ROMITA, SR.
(SPIDER-MAN)

8 PM - 9 PM EST

/19/97- Writer BEN RAAB

(EXCALIBUR, GR[MSUN DAWN)
8 PM -9 PM EST
Assistant Editor/Writer GLENN GREENBERG
(SPIDER-MAN CYBERCOMIC)

9 PM - 10 PM EST

Please note that all chat schedules are subject to
change/cancellation. Just go to Marvel on America Online
arvel) for up-to-the-minute scheduling!

To check out our ever-awesome official Marvel
website, for up-to-the-minute news and informa-
tion on current and upcoming projects, go to the
World Wide Web and type in:

www.marvel.com!

And if you're a subscriber to America Online
and you want to check out Marvel Online for
trivia, creator/artist chats, the Spider-Man

gy ™ CyberComic and lots
more, just click on
to “Keyword” and
—  typein “*Marvel”!
For an America
Online trial dlSk
and 50 FRE
hours, call:
1-800-582-6556!

MARVEL ONLINE (avail. AUGUST 20)

SPIDER-
CYBERCOMIC STORYI.INE

Part Four! SPIDER-MAN takes on his old
enemy, THE HEADSMAN, as the life of LIZ
0SBORN hangs in the balance! By GLENN
SGHEENEEHG, PAT CHAU and ATOMIC PAINT-
BRUSH!




SULLETIN

CREATOR PROFILE:

JOHN OSTRANDER

Need to hire a hero? JOHN OSTRANDER is the man to calll He's
the writer for our all-new HEROES FOR HIRE series! We asked this
writer for hire a few questions about how he gof ahold of the unlisted
number for LUKE CAGE and Co.! (And, even more importantly, are the
Heroes for Hire available for yardwork?)

WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT HEROES FOR HIRE? It's unlike any-
thing else I've written. I'm having loads of fun with it. I'm trying to make
the electricity level real high. It's a real fun ride.

IS THERE A ROTATING CAST OF CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK? Yes.
There is a solid core to the group, and then guest stars who rotate in
and out. Our guest stars could technically come from anywhere in the
Marvel Universe.

WHO ARE THE CORE HEROES? LUKE CAGE (POWER MAN), IRON FIST,
the BLACK KNIGHT and the new WHITE TIGER (who's female). Each
member has their own agenda for being on the team. There is a mys-
tery for each one of them.

YOU MEAN THEY'RE NOT JUST OUT TO MAKE A BUCK? They're not
just mercenaries. | don't want to focus on the "for hire* as much as | do
the “heroes.”

WHO ARE SOME OF THE GUEST STARS WHO SHOW UP IN THE
BOOK? The HULK is in the first issue, HERCULES is in it for a while...

DIDN'T ROGER STERN WORK ON THE FIRST ISSUE? Yeah. Actually,
what happened was, Roger Stern created the whole thing, but then he
had to bow out, and he suggested that | replace him. THE PUNISHER
had just been cancelled, and MARK BERNARDO, who was the editor of
that, was also editing HEROES FOR HIRE. He had no problems working
with me. Roger Stern basically plotted the first issue and | basically
scripted it. My friend Joe Edkin assisted me.

WHO ARE SOME OF THE VILLAINS WHO WILL BE SHOWING UP IN
THE BOOK? The U-FOES, THE CONTROLLER, the MASTER OF THE
WORLD - he'll be a continuing heavyweight for us. ORKA, SHOCK-
WAVE, WHIPLASH, KILLER SHRIKE, NITRO.

IF YOU COULD ONLY HIRE ONE HERO, WHICH ONE WOULD YOU
HIRE? Probably IRON MAN, because he has the most flexibility for the
most types of work. If | lived in the Marvel Universe, I'd know he was
for hire, because he works as a bodyguard.

HOW DO YOU LIKE THE ART OF PASCUAL FERRY? He has enormous
enthusiasm. |'m throwing all kinds of different things at him — issue #2
takes place on the mystic Isle of AVALON. Pascual has a nice range of
ability.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO HIRE A HERO? As little as a dollar! It's
a sliding fee based on the client's ability to pay.

WHO ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE WRITERS? | like some of Robert
Parker's Spenser novels... Shakespeare... Barbara Tuchman — she's a
historian. Raymond Chandler. Dashiell Hammett.

HOW ABOUT COMIC BOOK WRITERS? Certainly STAN LEE — the way
he would start his plots in the middle of the action. With HEROES FOR
HIRE, I'm trying to be Stan Lee on extra caffeine! PETER DAVID is one
of the best in the business. He took a character | found stagnant — the
Hulk — and showed that you can do so many different things with him.
MARK GRUENWALD did some wonderful things — I'm glad they're
reprinting SQUADRON SUPREME.

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED WRITING COMICS? | come from a the-
ater background. In the early eighties, a friend of mine was starting up
a comic book company. He knew of my work as a playwright, and knew
of my interest in comics. He gave me a shot, and I've never looked back.
I've been doing it for about fifteen years now.
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STAN’S SOAPBOKX!

i, Heroes!

Look, before we begin, | wanna apologize to the
hundreds of you whose letters haven't yet been print-
ed. The powers-that-be won't allow me more than
this one measly column, except for once every
manth, when they break their heart and give me a full
page over in our 40-page titles. But don't despair,
Frantic Ones, sooner or later I'll get us a whole issue
of nothing but letters — | mean, who wants comics
when you can read Soapboxes instead?!

ut now, on to the good stuff. Mitch Horn of
Brooklyn, NY asks:

“Do you think Dr. Doom served as an inspira-
tion to George Lucas when he created Darth
Vader?”

Hey, Mitch, my world-famous modesty compels
me to deny it, but now that you mention it, there does
seem to be a slight resemblance!

rad Shirakawa of Hollister, CA is pantin' to learn:

“How doth us mere mortals go about joining
the Merry Marvel Marching Society
(againl)?”

Y'know, we discontinued the good ol' MMMS
years ago - and it was a real bonehead decision! First
chance we get, I'll form it again — and when you see
it advertised, Brad, remind us of your letter and you
can be a charter member! Wow! A No-Prize and a
potential Charter Membership at one time! Truly the
Hosts of Hoggoth have favored thee this day!

And Robert Menzies in far-off Glasgow, Scotland
(though it's not far off to him!) tosses in this
poser:

" heard you never regretted what other wril-

ers have done with your characters, excepl

once — the killing of Gwen Stacy. Is that frue?"

| admit it, Bob, | didn't like the idea. Since we

had killed her father, Captain Stacy, in an earlier issue,
it looked like we were conducting a vendetta against
the whole family! They're only fictional characters (at
least | think so!), but Gwen's death really shook me
up! | better quit now — I'm getting all misty eyed
again!
Keep those questions coming, gang. Even though

we can't print them all, | read each and every
one. (At least it keeps me off the streets!) So, till our
next swingin' session —

Excelsior!

Stan Lee

Remember; the address is "Stan’s Seapbox,* c/o BULLPEN
BULLETINS, Marvel Comics, 387 Park Avenue South, New York,
NY 10016 ~ an address that will live in infamy!
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